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Functions used to install source 
packages 📦 

devtools::install_dev() 
devtools::install_github() 
devtools::install_version()  

devtools::install() 



devtools::install_dev() 

Install the development version of CRAN 
package 

source package - need dev environment 

Will only work if links in package 
DESCRIPTION





devtools::install_github() 

Install the package from GitHub 
source package - need dev environment 

Need to know owner / repo name 

Packages not on CRAN / don't have links in 
DESCRIPTION



devtools::install_github() 

devtools::install_github("r-lib/glue") 

devtools::install_github("r-lib/glue@v1.2.0") 

devtools::install_github("r-lib/glue#81") 



devtools::install_version() 

source package - need dev environment  

Previous CRAN versions 

devtools::install_version("glue", "1.2.0")



devtools::install() 
source package - need dev environment  

local packages 

git clone https://github.com/tidyverse/glue ~/path/to/glue 

devtools::install("~/path/to/glue")

https://github.com/tidyverse/glue


Temporary Libraries 

Just directories - dir.create() / fs::dir_create() 

lib argument - install.packaes(), install_github() 
lib.loc argument - library() 

When in doubt Restart R



usethis::use_course(“rstd.io/wtf-source-package”) 

01_source-package_spartan.R 
01_source-package_comfy.R*

* if you get stuck jim.R



Don't restrict yourself to CRAN packages only 

Use temporary libraries to try out dev pkgs / revert 
to older versions


